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What's it about?

Unicode standard, defines over 100,000
characters

Font support in distros, tens of thousands
of characters

Current keyboard layout support: patchy
How to type more of them?



Examples (1/2)

« Characters with all sort of accents
- GNOME GNOME GNOME
- WéyihaaobBbbbCDKKIAXLZ t TE &fir Ty

— — —
um — ~ — u L

- 00060000YyZzAaEe

- EyjoaLHINOSETFtO0AEAaCECECECE

- DdDAEEEEEEEeEEGHHhHR

- QORAVVURbLPAl PFFRE K 33KKKKKK

- AAAAAAANARANHH H HH HHH Y YARAAAA




Examples (2/2)

« General characters
— 13241/42/53/54/5 65/6 /83328 /3
—e«T219PdL lde= 1T IRYRKY

- U

& RN S

- ONOME* a8 K1 {ROKRVIPE T MK
_ A N AN Ar L2+ RITGO

RADV=0CO0O%x )( IR5TAh LAV O
VORORI XTI LT &k

- D0...19190 @9 1. 2. 3....18.19.20.




Status (1/3)

« GTK+ maintains own copy of table of
compose sequences (from X.0rg)

e Last sync: 800 sequences (in ~2001)
 Now, X.0rg: >5000 compose sequences

* In GTK+ devel: full sync (to appear in:
GNOME 2.24)

« All sequences with precomposed
characters, supported



Status (2/3)

Script, easy sync with upstream
Old: used 16KB in GTK+

New: uses 27KB in GTK+ (6 times more
sequences)

New: Compact array still static (one-off
use of 27KB in your session)

Precomposed characters: no storage
required (sequences inferred from glib)



Status (3/3)

 Need help!!!

- Find mnemonics for
S NAYesawr UL 2@RF T RITCGO

RRADO=C00O% )( FRETAhLHAT OO
VORORI XML T &I,

-Compose :-)=©
-Composetao=@
- This would be an FDO project



How to use?

« Compose sequences with dead keys?
- All implicitly supported

- Check your keyboard layout (in /etc/X11/xkb/
symbols/*)

« Compose sequences with compose key?

- See current list of sequences
- To be added in Help file of Keyboard applet
- For now,

» http://gitweb.freedesktop.org/p=xorg/lib/libX11.git;a=blob_plain;f=nls/en_US.UTF-8/Co
mpose.pre



Demo

* Type accents

* Type funny characters
- Compose seguences = mnemonics
- 0C=0, tm=", ..=...

 Enable Compose key in Keyboard settings
- (needs lots of searching to find the option)



Thanks

« Matthias Clasen
 Tor Lillgvist



Future work

e Support sequences with “combining
diacritics”

- Affects African languages, Cyrillic-based
languages, etc

e Support sequences that produce 2+
characters

- Can avoid SCIM!
— Or should we not avoid SCIM?
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